
Did you take time this Fall to pause and check God’s handiwork? 
God paints a beautiful picture within nature itself. Every color 
you can think of He uses to beautify the countryside.  
 

John 1:1-13 says, “He came to that which was his own, but His 
own did not receive Him. Yet to all who receive Him, to those 
who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children 
of God. Children born not of natural descent, but born of God.”  
 
Like most families with young children, they have a bedtime 
routine: brush your teeth, put on your pajamas, hugs and 

kisses, then off to bed. A few months ago a family’s young son 

started claiming he couldn’t walk to be bed, but needed to be 
carried. He would even buckle at the knees and would lay on 
the floor in an effort to convince his mother of this sudden 
handicap. She immediately saw this plot as one to escape going 
to bed and made him walk. This pattern repeated for several 

nights before the mother concluded that it was possible her son 
wasn’t simply trying to evade going to bed. Reluctantly, she 
gave in and carried her son to bed and weeks later she still does. 
Her son had no plot to avoid bedtime; he simply wanted his 
mother to carry him and be with him. At the end of the day 
spending a few extra moments in his mother’s warms, 
connecting, sharing and feeling safe was all he needed. Those 

moments with her son filled the mother’s heart with joy. 
 
That very relationship is available to each and every one of us 
with our heavenly Father. Like this young son, every one of us 
can approach the Father and say, “Carry me.” At the end of the 
day, I encourage you to spend a few moments in the arms of 
the Almighty. Connecting and sharing, just because we love 

Him. Imagine how this blesses God’s heart as it blesses yours. 
Take time to be held in Christ’s arms. This year, as we celebrate 
Christmas with our families and friends, take time to share God’s 
love with others. The gift of eternal life is the greatest of all gifts 
and is available to all. Share the Good News! I wish you and 

yours a blessed Christmas and New Year.        

Al  Mundis 

 

 

 

 

DECEMBER HAPPENINGS 

Sun 2 

1ST Sunday of Advent, 9 and 11:11 am 
Growth Groups 10 am 
Youth Group 6:30 pm 
AA – 7:30 pm 

   

Mon 3 ROPEO – 9:30 am 
   

Wed 5 AA – 7:30 pm 
   

Thurs 
6 Trustees – 6:30 pm 

Missions – 7 pm 
Choir – 7 pm 

   

Sun 

9 2nd Sunday of Advent, 9 and 11:11 am 
Growth Groups 10 am 

Youth Group 6:30 pm 
AA – 7:30 pm 

   

Mon 10 Staff Meeting – 5:30 pm 
   

Tues 11 Ad Council – 5:30 pm 
   

Wed 12 AA – 7:30 pm 
   

Thurs 
13 PUMAS – 10 am 

Choir – 7 pm 
   

Sat 15 “Straight Outta Bethlehem” 6 pm 
   

Sun 16 

3rd Sunday of Advent, 9 and 11:11 am 
Growth Groups 10 am 

Holiday Fellowship & Cookie Exchange with 

Pastor Ross & Katie – 6 pm 
Youth Christmas Party 6:30 pm 

   

Mon 17 ROPEO – 9:30 am 
   

Tues 18 Red Hat Ladies Christmas Party, 10 am-3 pm 
   

Wed 19 AA – 7:30 pm 
   

Thurs 20 Choir – 7 pm 
   

Sat 22 
Young Adult Holiday Meal  
Kitchen Seminar 3pm; Dinner 6 pm 

   

Sun 23 
4th Sunday of Advent, 9 and 11:11 am 
Growth Groups 10 am 

   

Mon 24  Christmas Eve Gathering – 6 pm 
   

Sun 30 

Worship Gatherings 9 and 11:11 am 

Growth Groups 10 am 
Youth Group 6:30 pm 

The church office will be closed December 25 – January 1 

 

 

Mini-Connection 
December 2018 

Here we are friends, the season of 

Christmas. A season to remember, 

to give thanks, and give in kind. In 

this season, we are to season this season with the hope 

of the Messiah, sharing the love of God, the Joy of 

Salvation and the peace it provides.  Christmas reveals 

our hope and anticipation of Jesus. We want to celebrate 

and show our excitement for God’s defeat of sin and 

death! He has reversed our sins, meeting us with grace 

instead.  

So, we drag out lights from the basement or attic to be 

strung up outside, thus bringing light to the darkness. 

Many of us will drag a prickly tree indoors so that it may 

be cloaked with ornaments in the center of our home all 

season long. This represents our prickly selves being 

covered by God’s grace, a covering afforded through 

great sacrifice. Our faith and God’s grace is so often 

invisible to others, so in this season we want everyone to 

see and find belief. That is the reason behind this most 

celebrated season!  

God poured out into us a gift we could never repay, so 

with that same spirit we seek to give gifts that celebrate 

what God has done, is doing, and will do. In wanting to 

be like Jesus, we too will give of ourselves all we are able. 

Therefore, let us reclaim the reason for this season. Jesus 

gave it all in support of the mission of salvation, therefore 

we shall tithe toward the transformation of our 

community. Jesus, the king of peace, will come again, 

therefore we shall be patient and peaceful with one 

another. Let us do all we can to offer the same comfort 

and Joy that we have found in Christ Jesus our Lord! 

May God’s light shine upon you this Christmas season!  

Pastor Ross  

FROM THE DESK OF AL MUNDIS 



THANK YOU! Your contributions of turkeys 

and other food items made it possible for us 

to feed 15 families at Thanksgiving! We look 

forward to doing Christmas baskets and 

distributing them on December 19. Any 

donations of turkeys or hams along with other holiday 

staples will be much appreciated.          Jane Geib 
 
 
 
 
Regular Youth Group will meet on December 9 and 30 at 

6:30 pm. Our Christmas Party will be held on December 

16 at 6:30 pm.  

 

Looking ahead…. 

Homework Hangouts are Coming Back! Dates and 

location will be announced soon! 

 

Avalanche Xpress! Sunday, January 20, 7 to 11 pm. 

There is a discount for bringing friends. 

 

Zeteo with Salt ‘n Light! February 1-3 

 

 

 
 
Annual Holiday Meal – Sunday, December 22 – Let’s 

fill the table with friends and food! If you want to help 

cook, show up for the Kitchen Seminar at 3 pm; the 

dinner will be served at 6 pm in the APR. 

 

Coffee Shop – January 19, 1 pm at Bobcat Creamery in 

Manchester. 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
Thanks to all who participated in the Shoe Box Christmas 

project for Haiti! We sent 23 shoeboxes to Haiti. We pray 

that the joy of Christ will be spread among the children 

and families as they open their box. 

 

Looking ahead… 

Volunteers are needed on Saturday morning, January 5, 

beginning at 9 am. We will be packing 200 lunches that 

morning. We also need volunteers later in the day to 

serve a meal and distribute the lunch bags at two 

locations in York City. We will be working with Veterans 

Helping Hands food run. Contact Duane Swartz for 

details. Let’s put our faith into action! 

 
 
 
 
 
On Saturday, December 8 children will have rehearsal for 

“Straight Outstay Bethlehem” from 10 am until noon, 

followed by a Festive Holiday Sweater Party and pizza 

lunch from noon until 1 pm.  

“Straight Outta Bethlehem” will be presented for the 

congregation, family and friends at 6 pm. A Cookie & 

Cocoa fellowship will follow. Cookie donations are 

appreciated and should be dropped off at the church in 

the afternoon, if possible. Questions? Contact Kristin 

Sipe. 

January 13, 1 to 3 pm – Our children will be traveling 

to Normandie Ridge Senior Living community where they 

will “Adopt a Grandparent”. Kids will play games, make 

crafts, and share God’s love with these seniors. Parents 

should pick their children up at Normandie Ridge at 3 pm. 

February 9, 8 to 10 am - Best Buddies Breakfast 

Families are invited to come for breakfast with friends and 

enjoy some games and fun. 

 
 
 
R.O.P.E.O. (Retired Old People Eat 
Out Club) Come weekly for Monday 
morning breakfast at the Round the 
Clock East (145 Memory Lane) 
9:30 am Come for a time of Christian 
fellowship, make new friends, & share 
with old friends!   Anyone & any age 
is welcome, so bring a friend. For more information, 
contact  Ken Kreiger 717-851-1031. 

 

PUMAS (Age 50+) meet the 2nd 

and 4th Thursday of each month at 

10 am. Come as you can, leave 

when you must. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

November 

AD Council Actions 

  

Greetings PUMC family. Below are the highlights of last 

month’s meeting. 

• Two students were appointed to serve on Ad Council 

• The church parlor now serves as a Nursing Mothers 

Room. This will allow mothers comfort and closer 

proximity to nurse and change their infants. 

• Good feedback has been given regarding the new 

signage. 

 

Jason Weirich, Chair 
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